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Evaluating Websites

 How can you tell if the information on a
website Is fact or fiction?

FACT
VS.
FICTION?

€
Avoid being laughed at - CHECK YOUR SOURCES! %\



_’l?%
 Hackers, jokesters, pranksters, and wasters of
time/talent spend countless hours creating

bogus or fake websites. These hoaxes have

web hits in which the unknowing public cites
them as fact rather than fiction.

* Another common practical joke is to edit a Wiki
(e.g. Wikipedia) with false information.

e Critical Evaluation is the use of web site
evaluation criteria to know the difference
between factual web sites and fictional ones.

Critical Evaluation




Joyce Valenza

Check out Joyce Valenza, a “super” librarian:
o http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/jvweb.html#Background

Links to her materials on critical evaluation:

o http://newtoolsworkshop.wikispaces.com/On+evaluating+information

e She has offered two web evaluation tools, based
on the ages/abillities of your students:

— BASIC (Elementary)
— ADVANCED (CARRDS-Secondary)




4 Criteria for Web Evaluation
ELEMENTARY (BASIC)

This is an easy way to teach
students how to evaluate web
resources:

1.Content
2.Authority/Reliability
3.Bias/Purpose
4.Usability/Design

WEB SITE EVALUATION
(Joyce Valenza, 2004)



WEB SITE EVALUATION (Joyce Valenza, 2004)

3. Bias/purpose
sWhy was this site created? (to persuade, inform,
explain, sell, promote, parody, other?)

els it a personal, commercial, government or
organization site?

els there any bias? Is only one side of the argument
presented? Does it appear that any information is
purposely omitted? Is there a hidden message? Is it
trying to persuade you or change your opinion? Is the
bias useful to you in some way?

eCan you distinguish facts from opinion?

Would you include this site in your bibliography?



/7 Criteria for Web Evaluation
SECONDARY (ADVANCED)

e Recently, Joyce Valenza  Think of CARRDSS
took web evaluation to R
another level, with the - Aoy

IR ELABILITY

CARRDS system.

: ELEVANGCE : :

 SSOURCESBEHINDTHETEXT = = =

» Think about ages of QL oorEAND PURPOSE
students when -
considering which web
evaluation system to
use.

CARRDSS System
Joyce Valenza, 2008



/ Criteria for Web Evaluation
SECONDARY (ADVANCED)

_____ ThlﬂkOfCARRDSS



Verify a Hoax

Check these sites to verify spoofs, hoaxes, urban
legends or myths you may have read about:

— About.com Urban Legends
http://urbanlegends.about.com

— CDC Health Hoaxes & Rumors
http://www.cdc.qgov/hoax rumors.htm
— Vmyths

http://www.vmyths.com

— Snhopes.com
http://www.sSnopes.com




Bogus Websites

Check out this list of well-known bogus and hoax
sites:

 Critical Evaluation Websites-bogus&hoax.doc
e Select 2 websites to review

e Critique each website using either BASIC or
ADVANCED system

* |Include web address, screen shots, and reflection
for your portfolio




Challenge Points

e Optional: Locate a bogus website that is
not on the list. Critically evaluate the web
site and submit digitally.



